Molecular cloning of a splice variant of Caenorhabditis elegans YNK1, a putative element in signal transduction.
YNK1 is a 98.3-kDa protein whose sequence was originally deduced from a genomic sequence in Caenorhabditis elegans. It was recently found that YNK1 is homologous to three different proteins implicated in signal transduction, suggesting that YNK1 is a signal transduction protein. In this report we describe the isolation of a full-length cDNA that encodes a splice variant of YNK1, designated YNK1a. We also present evidence that both YNK1 and YNK1a transcripts exist in vivo. Furthermore, using an antibody raised against a YNK1a recombinant protein, we demonstrate that the YNK1 protein is expressed in vivo throughout development.